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Seabird Nesting Islands
Three more islands came under Conservancy
protection before 1979 slipped into 1980. All
are significant as bird nesting sites and repre
sent part of a continuing effort to protect
important wildlife habitat. Earlier mention was
made of the acquisition of Trumpet Island (Dec.,
1979). Trumpet has close connection at low tide
to Ship and is adjacent to Bar Island, both of
which are also now under, at least in part, TNC
protection. These three islands, together with
the small island ledges to the south known as
East and West Barge, represent the third largest
eider duck nesting concentration on the Maine
coast. The Maine coast supports the only major
nesting population of this sea duck as it is in
the southern range of its breeding habitat in
North America. It is the only breeding sea duck
in Maine.
The Chapter is most appreciative of the
generosity of Mr. and Mrs. E. Sohier Welch, Jr.,
of Harvard, Massachusetts, who have given the
Conservancy their one-half undivided interest
in Ship Island and East and West Barge, and onethird of Bar Island. Their desire to keep the
islands forever wild and available to their bird
populations led them to pursue a course which
resulted in TNC protection. TNC looks forward
to working closely with the remaining owners to
assure the protection of the nesting habitat.
The islands are no doubt familiar to anyone
who has frequented the waters of Blue Hill Bay,
as one must pass by this long, scenic chain to
arrive in Blue Hill and its environs. Fishermen
also are well familiar with them as the waters
just offshore are recognized for their scallop
and lobster populations. Historically, herring
weirs were set up off Bar Island.
Ship Island itself is a low, grassy island
of about 10 acres. In addition to its nesting
seabirds, the island ledges are used as a seal
haulout area. There is little sign of past
disturbance on the island. Bar Island, about
44 acres in all, is covered with low, shrubby
vegetation. Rising just some 40 feet, the
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island supports more than 700 pairs of nesting
eiders and several herring gulls and great
black-backed gulls. Both have been recognized
as Critical Areas by the Maine State Planning
Office, two of 49 significant breeding sites
in Maine for the common eider. TNC now owns
about 13 acres.
Because of the vulnerability of the birds
to disturbance during nesting season, Conser
vancy will attempt to discourage any visitation
to these islands from May 1 to at least July 15.
Much farther down east, the Maine Chapter
obtained another island parcel, bringing its
ownership in islands (all or parts of) to 35.
As with all TNC property in Maine which touches
saltwater, these new additions will be part of
the Rachel Carson Seacoast.
East Plummer Island lies in Addison in
Wohoa Bay. On the charts, Plummer Island con
sists of two islands, which there are at high
tide. Through the foresight of Mr. and Mrs.
John M. Daigle of Cumberland Foreside, the
eastern part of this duo has come under Conser
vancy protection. The island has no structures;
rather, it is covered by a dense but healthy
growth of spruce and fir. It is underlain by a
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fine-grained granite broken into a shoreline
that makes landing difficult in all but the
calmest seas. It is just these undisturbed
qualities which make it ideal wildlife habitat
for small mammals and raptors.
The Island is about half-way between TNC's
Flint Island and Great Wass Island Preserves,
and its preservation is part of a continuing
effort by the Maine Chapter to provide protec
tion to significant undisturbed areas of the
coast. The donors came to TNC with similar
aims, and indeed added an extra layer of pro
tection. An easement on the Island has been
given to the State Department of Inland Fish
eries and Wildlife who will monitor the manage
ment of the Island and also ensure that the
Island retains its undisturbed qualities in
perpetuity.
Stewardship committees will be set up for
all of these areas, and it is planned that
natural resource inventories will be undertaken
this summer.
The Chapter is extremely grateful that both
of these donors persisted in their determination
to provide long-term protection to their prop
erties .
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1979:
What Was Protected
Nine new preserves and additions to exist
ing areas were added to the Chapter during 1979.
Maine Chapter preserves now number 63 and in
clude over 9,900 acres! Last year the protected
areas included:
• Big White Island, Vinalhaven (1/4 undivided
interest) Addition
• Shipstern Island, Harrington (1/2 undivided
interest)
. Bar Island, Tremont (13 acres)
• Ship Island, Tremont (1/2 undivided interest)
• Trumpet Island, Tremont
• Bradbury Island, E. Penobscot Bay (54 acres
additional)
• Hattie Lamb Fernald Section, Fernald's Neck,
Lincolnville (30 acres additional)
• East Plummer Island, Addison
• Cochrane Property, Kennebunk (additional 1/10
interest)
In addition, the Chapter acquired manage
ment responsibilities for 17 ledges and small
1-2 acre islands adjacent to preserves. This
was done through a long-term lease with the
State Bureau of Public Lands.
(An updated list
ing of preserves is now available. Let us know
if you would like one.)
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1980 is a presidential election year. One
of the aspects of any such election year is that
it brings out large numbers of major political
figures, both elected and appointed.
As part of this quadrennial series of
treks, Gus Speth recently came to Augusta to
meet with the staffs of several conservation
organizations, including The Nature Conservancy.
Gus is the Chairman of the Council on Environ
mental Quality. The function of the Council is
to advise the President on environmental issues
and the alternatives available to the United States
I was very interested in two points he
made. First, recent studies by the C.E.Q. and
the World Wildlife Fund suggest that nearly 25%
of the species in existence in the world today
may be extinct by the year 2000. While this is,
of necessity, a very crude figure, it is indeed
startling.
If we dirty a river or dig an open-pit
mine, experience has shown that we can clean the
water or reclaim the land. But can modern
technology bring back an extinct species or re
create the lost genetic pool? Of course not.
Some may say,so what? Even the natural
world causes the elimination of most species in
time. That is correct, but think of this.
Scientists estimate that the natural world
eliminates one species approximately every
1,000 years. By 1950, this figure was increased
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to one every ten years; and by the late 1970's,
it was over one every year. If we lose 25% of
the gene pool over the next two decades, we will
not have mortgaged our future, we will have
spent it entirely.
The second item of interest was that the
single strongest supporter industry lobbying for
the protection of endangered species is the
pharmaceutical industry.
While most people do not think of the big
drug companies when they think of protecting
endangered plants or animals, perhaps they
should. The fact is that a very large number of
the wonder drugs in use today are based upon the
oils or essences of many unusual or exotic
plants. As we learn more and more about the
complicated workings of the human body, we are
finding that the more natural the solution to an
illness, the less chance of side effects and
other problems.
If we destroy the gene pool that produces
these plants and elixirs, we are going to feel
that loss in a direct way.
The drug companies seek to help solve part
of the problem by lobbying. The Nature Conser
vancy trys to solve part of the problem by
acquiring habitat for rare or endangered
species. It is clear that we have our work cut
out for us. The only question is: Can we do
it in time?
Our basic, overriding goal is simple:
preserve natural life in all forms for the
future.
What could be more important7
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Eagles
Protection of the habitat of endangered
species is a primary objective of The Nature
Conservancy. As a consequence, one of the
directions this has taken in Maine is to try to
protect the habitat of the American bald eagle.
To date, three nesting areas have been protected--and a number of eagle "loafing" or
resting areas have also come under the legal
purview of the Maine Chapter. Additional areas
are currently under consideration.
Maine's nesting population in 1979 produced
38 young eaglets, which is greater than the pre
viously known high of 35; but the eagles are far
from out of trouble as the report below will
show.
Excerpts from NEWSLETTER:
1979 Nesting Surveys and Management:
Fifty-two nest sites were occupied by breeding
eagles during last year's statewide inventory
in April. This is below the 1978 record high of
62 breeding pairs. We attribute this apparent
decline partially to the fact that our aerial
survey was somewhat later than normal last year
and some unsuccessful breeding pairs may have
already abandoned their nests. However, willful
shooting and accidents reduced our very critical
nesting population.
All occupied sites were rechecked in June
to determine production levels. Twenty-nine
pairs successfully raised a total of 38 young
eaglets in 1979. This surpasses the previous
known high of 35 in 1977 and greatly exceeds the
low of 4 in 1965. This level of nesting success
(56% of the known breeding population raised
eaglets to fledgling age) is the highest re
ported in Maine since nesting surveys began in
1962. We hasten to note, however, that avail
able information indicates that the Maine eagle
population still does not raise enough young
annually to maintain their numbers. The possi
bility of further population decline is re
flected by the eagle's official designation as
an endangered species in 1978. The number of
breeding eagles in Maine and the Northeast may,
in fact, be at an all time low.
The general improvement of reproductive
success among Maine eagles is thought to result
primarily from the diminishing effects of
pesticides such as DDT. However, three spoiled
eggs analyzed last year indicate that some seg
ments of the population are still affected by
DDE (a by-product of DDT), PCB's (polychlor
inated biphenyls, industrial pollutants) and
mercury. These contaminants cause both eggshell
thinning (increasing chances for breakage) and
embryo mortality. The shells of eggs examined
in 1979 were up to 25% thinner than normal.
Recent mercury levels in Maine eagle eggs are
among the highest ever recorded.

They’re Increasing Maybe
One reason for the increased knowledge of
the eagle population in past years is the result
of a cooperative project between the U. S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, the Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, and the Wildlife
Resources Department at the University of Maine
at Orono. They have worked both with the landowners of the nest sites and with interested
citizens to protect the eagle habitat and learn
more about them. As this is of major interest
to TNC, excerpts from the 1979 MAINE BALD EAGLE
NEWSLETTER are included below.

1980 Winter Survey: Wildlife personnel
will be cooperating in a nationwide inventory
of wintering bald eagles during th e month of
January. The count, sponsored by the National
Wildlife Federation, totaled nearly 10,000
eagles in the lower 48 states last year. We
identified 109 eagles in Maine during January
1979. We believe that the bulk of our breeding
population also winters in the state.
Public interest and cooperation have been a
key to the success of previous winter eagle sur
veys in Maine. More than 1,000 citizens have pro
vided information on over 5,000 eagle sightings in
the state since 1976. All individuals sighting
eagles during January are encouraged to report
their observations to "Eagle Project," School of
Forest Resources, University of Maine, Orono 04469
(or by telephone 581-7387). Reports of your eagle
sightings are welcome at any time but are espe
cially helpful during the January winter inventory
and April nesting surveys.
Individuals desiring further information
should contact the "Eagle Project" c/o C. Todd.
Francis J. Gramlich
State Supervisor, Wildlife Assistance
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Augusta
Charles S. Todd
and Ray B. Owen, Jr.
Wildlife Resources
University of Maine
Orono
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STEWARDSHIP
GREAT WASS ISLAND - Beals: Further news
of the Christmas Bird Count. The Jonesport sector (which includes Great Wass)
reported the greatest number of species
(72) and the greatest number of individ
uals (15,548) among all the Maine sectors
reporting.
RACHEL CARSON SALT POND - New Harbor:
This will be the site of several Coop
erative Extension Service workshops this
spring and summer. Watch for ones on
forestry and marine life.

P
SHEEP ISLAND - Little Deer Isle: A coop
erative agreement has been worked out with
R
the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife for the management of two
E
ledges (#711, #712) just off the tip of
S
Sheep. Both are important as eider nest
ing areas.
E
SUCKER BROOK - Lovell: A preserve guide
R
now exists for this 33-acre preserve which
follows Sucker Brook and Moose Pond just
V
north of Kezar Lake. Two trails exist
NEWS which make a nice walk at any time of year.

Year of the Coast
The Maine Chapter has, from the beginning,
spent much of its efforts protecting coastal
land. Thus, it was natural that TNC cooperate
with others celebrating the Year of the Coast.
The celebration of the Year of the Coast is a
national effort to focus attention in 1980 on
major coastal issues such as the loss of wet
lands, public access, and the threat of pol
lution, and was proclaimed by President Carter
in August, 1979. Governor Brennan subsequently
proclaimed 1980 as Year of the Coast in Maine.
A coalition of groups; conservation, civic,
fishing, and educational, now has formed to
bring together public awareness and programs on
this issue and to celebrate and help protect the
coastal resources. The Maine Coast Alliance's
effort was endorsed by the Chapter in the
resolution below. The Chapter will not be in
volved in all issues of the Maine Coast Alliance
but will continue to focus efforts on protection
of significant habitats.
WHEREAS, The Nature Conservancy has es
tablished a history as one of the organizations
most successful in protecting coastal areas in
Maine in their natural state; and
WHEREAS, The Nature Conservancy already
manages forty-five coastal preserves in Maine
and has been instrumental in the transfer of
several other coastal properties to conservation
agencies; and
WHEREAS, the purpose of The Nature Conser
vancy to protect and preserve ecological diver
sity is entirely consistent with the goal of the
Maine Coast Alliance (the group coordinating
Year of the Coast activities in Maine) to pro
tect and celebrate Maine's coastal resources,
NOW THEREFORE, the Trustees of the Maine
Chapter of The Nature Conservancy do hereby
state that the Chapter shall cooperate with the
Maine Coast Alliance to help celebrate and pro
tect coastal resources in Maine throughout 1980,
the Year of the Coast.

A familiar face to many stewardship com
mittees, Claire Ackroyd, has now left the
Chapter after 1 1/2 years. Claire, who had
worked on more than 20 management plans for the
Chapter, has decided to try her fortunes in
areas which will give her more time to delve in
to her real love and field of horticulture.
After a brief visit to her native England, she
will return to Maine. Claire did much excellent
work for the Chapter and has enabled the Chapter
to become a much more responsible manager for
its lands by per persistent efforts to sort out
the complexities of land management. Her lively
manner and competent hard work will be missed
by us all, but we wish her luck in her new
endeavors.
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